Do ophthalmology training programs affect corrective procedure rates after cataract surgery?
The Veterans Health Administration (VHA) plays a major role in training surgeons in the United States. This study examined the rates of corrective procedures after routine cataract surgery stratified for VHA institutions according to the presence or absence of ophthalmology training programs. There was a wide range of rates of corrective surgeries in the 111 centers that performed cataract surgery. VHA medical centers affiliated with training programs had nearly twice the rates of corrective surgery after cataract extraction than those institutions without such programs. Variation in secondary procedure rates has implications for the development of quality improvement in ophthalmology.